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U.S. Supreme Court Decisions 
[Downes verses Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (190D]. 
“Indeed, the practical interpretation put by Congress upon the Constitution has 
been long continued and uniform to the effect [182 U.S. 244, 279] that the 
Constitution is applicable to territories acquired by purchase or conquest, only 
when and so far as Congress shall so direct. Notwithstanding its duty to 
‘guarantee to every state in this Union a republican form of government’ (Article 


‘a 


4, 4), by which we understand, according to the definition of Webster, 
government in which the supreme power resides in the whole body of the people, 
and is exercised by representatives elected by them,’ Congress did not hesitate, in 
the original organization of the territories of Louisiana, Florida, the Northwest 
Territory, and its subdivisions of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and 
Wisconsin and still more recently in the case of Alaska, to establish a form of 
government bearing a much greater analogy to a British Crown colony than a 
republican state of America, and to vest the legislative power either in a governor 
and council, or a governor and judges, to be appointed by the President. It was not 
until they had attained a certain population that power was given them to 
organize a legislature by vote of the people. In all these cases, as well as in 
territories subsequently organized west of the Mississippi, Congress thought it 
necessary either to extend to Constitution and laws of the United States over them, 
or to declare that the inhabitants should be entitled to enjoy the right of trial by 
jury, of bail, and of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, as well as other 
privileges of the bill of rights.” 

[Downes verses Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (1901)]. 
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